CHAPTER    XVII
THE NEGOTIATED PEACE
1902
E, belief, in which the election of 1900 had been held, that
JL the South African war was over or " virtually over " proved
to be an illusion in the following months. By all the rules of orthodox
warfare, it ought to have been over. The Boer capitals had been
occupied, their machinery of government destroyed and their armies
broken up. There should, according to the text-books, have been
nothing more to do but impose the terms of peace. So the Govern-
ment expected when Roberts had cleared the Transvaal up to the
Portuguese border, and still more when he returned to England in
September and was received in triumph as though his mission had
been accomplished.
But the Boers were no ordinary enemy, and the dispersal of their
armies proved to be the beginning of a harassing guerrilla warfare
which dragged on for another eighteen months. Knowing the ground
intimately and being well supplied with ponies and rifles, the Boer
Generals, Botha, De Wet, De la Rey, Smuts, Hertzog, performed
miracles of rapid movement, sudden attack and as sudden retreat,
inflicting many mortifying reverses upon British Generals who were
unused to this kind of warfare, and only very slowly learnt the way
of dealing with it. The Boers raided outposts, captured convoys,
cut lines of communication and vanished into space before the columns
sent to pursue them. De Wet was always being hunted and always
escaping and turning up again where; he was least expected. Botha,
in a more organized form, of warfare, held his own for many months
in the Northern Transvaal, and at the end of 1900 made a daring attack
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